


tasks like one working on an assem­
bly line. 

Somewhere in the later after­
noon, I had just unloaded my pas­
sengel; pointed the way to disem­
bark and went to the seatbelts. 
Once ready, I turned to face for­
ward looking for my next load, rnak­
ing sure to renwin aft of the door. I 
was a point of safety that did not 
allow my passenger to pass toward 
the whirling tail rotor. After a few 
minutes went by and still no one in 
sight, I looked around the front of 
the helicopter and only saw the two 
escorts walking back toward the 
ticket stand. Thinking that there was 
no one to be loaded in my seat, I 
turned to fasten the seat belts while 
still keeping an eye toward the ji"ont 
in case of any last second passen­
ger. This had happened a few times 
throughout the day and was not 
uncommon. 

Just as I was pulling the seat­
belts tight and tucking the loose 
ends in, I felt a tap on my RIGHT 
shoulda I turned quickly and in 
shock and looked into the eyes of 
this eager passenger. I asked him 
how he got there and he said he 
went to the wrong side (followed his 
friends to the right side of the air­
craft) and then just waked under the 
tailboom to my side once he real­
ized his mistake. Fortunately, he did 

not walk so far aft to get hit by the 
tail rotor and he also didn't seem 
burned from the exhaust of the 
engine. Over all the noise, I gave 
him a quick reminder NEVER go 
under the tailboom of a helicopter 
and proceeded to buckle him in. 

While the helicopter took its pas­
sengers for their five-minute ride, I 
quickly briefed everyone as to what 
just occurred. Everyone noted the 
seriousness of the situation and 
complacency instantly disappeared. 
The rest of the day went without 
incident and everyone had a great 
time. We were extremely lucky that 
this one mess-up did not end in 
tragedy. " 

A/oueUe 
"I was flying an Alouette III on a 

Naval ops on a sweltering hot and 
humid afternoon n the tropics, the 
temp was 110°F and humidity was 
over 90%. The Naval firing range 
was active nearby and I was asked 
to swing by and pick up two passen­
gersfrom a helipad serving the 
range. My copilot and I had already 
been in the air for 5 hours that day 
and we had three passengers on 
board at the time in addition to a 
nearly full tank of gas. Peiformance 
was marginal in these conditions 
and all on board were thirsty. 

The helipad was in a coconut 

plantation in a clearing the size of a 
football field. The request for a 
drink was passed on to the range 
officer on the radio, and when the 
two passengers boarded they 
arrived with large water-filled 
coconuts which had been slit open 
on the top. Passed them around to 
the thirsty passengers. I was busy 
talking with a range official accept­
ing some documents while my copi­
lot left for a quick trip to the toilet. 
The empty coconut shells were left 
behind before we departed. 

I elected to do a running takeoff 
under the high temp, humidity, full 
load, and wind conditions. When I 
applied collective on the takeoff 
roll, the wheels came off the ground 
but I could not move the cyclic stick 
aft of neutral. The helicopter was 
now airborne at full climb speed 
and hurtling toward the 4 story high 
trees. I could not pull the nose up 
with the cyclic stuck at neutral. 
There was no OUT except to crash 
into the tree trunks which were now 
about a hundred feet away. In sheer 
desperation, I yanked on the collec­
tive, vertically hauling the heli­
copter out of its level trajectory and 
exceeding all torque limits. The 
rotor clipped some foliage from the 
treetops and the wheels then plowed 
through the canopy but somehow we 
emerged out at the top, still flying. 

I looked down to see what was 
restricting the cyclic. To my horror I 
saw a large coconut wedged in 
between the copilot's seat and his 
cyclic. Directly under his thighs and 
on the vertical face of his seat is a 
map case, a sort of cloth pocket 
with an elastic mouth, and lying in 
it was this coconut. When the copi­
lot had left the helicopter and I was 
talking to the range officer, a pas­
senger in the front row next to the 
copilot, had used this pocket to dis­
pose of the empty shell. " 
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FAA NPRM NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING
 

PART 0, SECTION 000 (A)I(C)
 

SECTION I - No pilot or pilots acting on the direction or suggestion or supervision of a 
pilot or pilots may try, or attempt to try to comprehend or understand any or all, in whole or 
in part, of the herein mentioned Aviation Regulations, except as authorized by the 
Administrator or an agent appointed by, or inspected by, the Administrator. 

SECTION II - If a pilot, or a group of associate pilots become aware of, or realizes, or 
detects, or discovers, or finds that he or she, or they, are or have been beginning to understand 
the Aviation Regulations, they must immediately, within three (3) days notify, in writing, the 
Administrator. 

SECTION III - Upon receipt of the above-mentioned notice of impending comprehension, 
the Administrator shall immediately rewIite the Aviation Regulations in such a manner as to 
eliminate any further comprehension hazards. 

SECTION IV - The Administrator may, at his or her discretion, require the offending pilot 
or pilots to attend remedial instruction in Aviation Regulations until such time that the pilot is 
too confused to be capable of understanding anything. 

Helicopter Safety Information 
The National Aeronautics and Space Agency (NASA) have a Helicopter-related Website.
 

You can access it via their address:
 
Safecopter.arc.nasa.gov
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PILOT SAFETY AWARDS
 

Bell Helicopter Textron Inc. (BHTI) recognizes that safe helicopter flying does not happen by "acci­
dent". It is a result of making good decisions coupled with a high level of flying skill. To recognize 
pilots, who fly safely, BHTI offers a Pilot Safety Award for verifiable accident-free flight hours in Bell 
helicopters. Award certificates are issued in 1,000 hour increments and recognize both civilian and mil­
itary flight hours. 

Requests should be submitted, after a favorable internal review of flight records, by the chief pilot, 
safety officer, or individual with like authority to BHTI Product Safety. Please provide us with a list of 
the names (as they are to appear on the certificate) and the corresponding amount of accident-free flight 
hours flown in Bell helicopters. If a requirement exists to include military rank, please indicate that in 
the request. Please submit requests by mail, fax, or email as listed below. If a presentation of the safe­
ty awards is planned for an upcoming safety meeting, include that date to get a priority response.The 
BHTI Product Safety Group will verify the accident-free flight hours for each pilot and then process 
and mail the awards. Awards are sent to the requesting individual, so make sure to provide a return 
address and telephone number. 

Bell Pilot Safety Awards are an exceHent way for management to recognize their pilots for continued 
safe flying. To further recognize these pilots, a list of award recipients since 1997, is on the Bell 
Helicopter web site. To view the web site, log on to www.bellhelicopter.textron.com.click on Customer 
Support and then Flight Safety. 

ACCIDENT HISTORIES 

AdditionaHy, as a service to Bell customers, the BHTI web site also contains listings of Bell heli­
copters that have been determined (by an offic'ial government agency) to be destroyed. A list of Bell 
aircraft identification data plates that have been destroyed is listed as well. The web site also includes 
links to official government investigation agencies (like the NTSB) where accident reports may be 
viewed. If additional information is needed about the history of a particular helicopter, don't hesitate to 
call us at (817) 280-2676. 

BELL HELICOPTER TEXTRON INC.
 
PRODUCT SAFETY GROUP CONTACT INFORMATION
 

Mailing Address 
Roy Fox 

Chief, Product Safety
 
Bell Helicopter Textron Inc.
 

PO. Box 482
 
Ft. Worth, TX 76101
 

Fax: (817) 280-2790
 
Phone: (817) 280-2676
 

Email: productsafety@bellhelicopter.textron.com
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Bell Helicopter Textron, Inc. 
Heliprops Administrator; P.O. Box 482 
MS 082835, Fort Worth, Texas 76101 

Country ---' 
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Name _ 

City _ 

Zip _ 

Company ---======::=--:-=_-=--=======-====---============-:-::--:= 
Address _--=::-:-=-:-_==:==-:=-==-=~ --==-=--=-==-====:=~ 

I would like to receive 
my own copy of the 

HELlP OPS newsletter­
THE UMAN D. 
~ 

Hal/props 

-------- ­ - - -Please complete this coupon and return to the address below. 

Yes! 

The HELlPROPS HUMAN AD is published by the Customer Training Academy, Bell Helicopter Textron 
Incorporated, and is distributed free of charge to helicopter operators, owners, tlight department managers and pilots. 
The contents do not necessarily reflect official policy and unless stated, should not be construed as regulations or direc­
tives. 

The primary objective of the HELIPROPS program and the HUMAN AD is to help reduce human error related acci­
dents. This newsletter stresses professionalism, safety and good aeronautical decision-making. 

Letters with constructive comments and suggestions are invited. Correspondents should provide name, address and 
telephone number to: 

Bell Helicopter Textron, Inc.
 
Jim Szymanski
 
HELIPROPS Manager
 ~-.;/~--P.O. Box 482 

Hel/prDpsFort Worth, Texas 76101 

or e-mail: jszymanski@bellhelicopter.texlron.com 




